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REPORT
TO THB
EVERGREEY ACRBS CITIZRE GROUP
CONCRREBIBG
HRRTIEG HELD 13 JUEE 1990

e e oo B 3TR. SUBJECT_QF THE_

— c— —

VALLEY FORGE GEFERAL HOSPITAL CONTAMIRATIOE SITE

)

DISTRIBUTIOE: Evergreen Acres Citizen Group
Dr. John Maher, Che=tar Couaty Health Dept.
Dr. Harold Russell, Chester County Health Dept,
David A. Jackson, Chester Ccunty Health Dept.
Yalter P. Leuchak, Chester County Health Dept.
Dr. Carolyn Trohoskl, Superintendent, PASD
Paul Panek, PA Dept. of Environmantal Resources
Richerd C. Vilsom, US Army Corpe of Engine=rs
Sendra Zebrowski, US Army Corps of Engilneers

‘ Craig Graves, Valley Furge Christian Collage
‘ i—. EUS Corporation

y Liga Cunningham, Baviresmeantal Protection Agency
Hoa. Peter Vroon, Pa. State Representativa

Lisa Scheid, The Bvening Phoenix i

Dabra Eoell, The Pottatown Hercwy ‘

Bruce Howdsy, Daily Local Fews

Daniel Ksufman, The Philadelphia Inquirer

Irane Ewald, Supervisor—Charlestown Township
Board of Supsrvisors, Schuylkill Township
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TO: Bvergreen Acrea Ciltizen Group /4

FROE: T. J. Ryan, Supsrvisor-Schuylkill Township

SURJECT: Heeting Report

A pooting was beld 13 June 1990 at the Chsater County Haalth
Departesnt, Yast Chester, PA., on the esubject of the toxic
contamipation at the former Valley Forge General Hospital aite.
Proeont at.tha.2qoting werai .

Corps 0f Bungineers.,.Richard ¥ilson. Rapid Response Teas Leader

(Omnha District) Jamas J. D'Heill, Enviroamsatal Eagineer
‘ Saundra Zabrowskl, Projeost Hapager

IT Corporation ..... *

(Enzardouvs Pagte Spoocislistse

C. C. Health Dspt... Dir. Jobhn Hahayr, Director

Vest Chaster ¥niter Leuchak, Enviroamsntal Eaglnesr

Duvid Jackzon, Baviremnsesnital Direetor
v. Bayecid Russell, Epidewmiologiat

PA DER .vcvvunersses Paul V. Pansk, Yaste Hanagement Specialist
Torristawn Caxry Bonasr, Eovironeental Eaginear

Phxwl Schecl District . Dr. Caroalya Trohoski, Superintendent
Bobkart Klotzbach, Industrial Ceasultant
George V. Quay

" ¥¥ Curistize Coll. Cralg Graves
and sttorney for VFLC

Chariestown Twp.... HEra. Ireps Eweld, Supervisor

Schuylkill Tep. ... Theodore J. Ryan, Suparvisor

The ngeting'canvsnad at 1:30PH and was co-chaired by Dr. Haherxr of
the CCHD aad by Richerd ¥Yilson of the Arsy Corps of Enginsers.

Hr., ¥Wilson 1dsntifiad his group a8 the Rapid Response Team of the
Environmantal Branch of the US Army Corps of Enginears, Omaha
District, 21% H. 17th Streat, Omaha, FE 88102-4876. Telephone
numbar (402)221-4818; FAX (402) 221-3030
” atatad that the IT Corporation is a subcontractor to
e Corps of BEngineers and is 8 apacialty Iirm dealing in
hasardous waate.

-~contd-
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¥e, ¥ilsor then anpounced tha Ereting asgeada, A% this point, Hr.
Ryan (Schuylkill Township) handed out coples of ths 12 June
m=En, preopered by the Bvergreen screa Cltizen Oroup, T4 2ll
praseat. Aftar the wm=mn was read, Hr. Vilscn &affiread the
intestion of the Corps of Engineers to provide a public fovum for
all interssted parties at ths appropriate tim=. A news ralcease
will be issued the week of 17 June 1920 that will lizt the
actions cortemplated.

Mr. ¥ilson listed five actions, &as regsrds the landfill area

ipvestigation, that heve bran determined pacessary &8 & result of

cite surveys cOmDietad to dite. Thase five metiva ltems are:

1. Gouphysical survey. To determine the ewtent of tha
lapdfill. This aetion tu begin promptly.

2. Install thres to five testing and sampling wells.
Grouvnd wetar fros these monitoring wells will be removed
and testod. This action will be completed by
30 Ssptsmber 1960. (Drawinge of thesa wells will be made
public. )

3. Soil =arpies will be taken frowm ths landfill area.
4., Sampies will be teken from the lunciserator siack.

B. A riek snmlysis will ba prepared basad on the testing
regulia.

The S-porsonm drilling ecrew will cossist of a gsologlst, = fisald
muperviscr, and thrse technicisns. Drilliag will ccamance about 1
August 1900. Analyeis of the well tests will be perforzad at the
Corps of Enginecers lab in Omaha. :

- — ——— —— .. e ——— Rt oy | et

In =ddition to groundwater taaﬁing: thencarpg wishes to identify
all local residents having domsstic walls. Public neotlce of thase
taquiries will ba m=mde at ths appropriate tiss,

The Corps intands to invastigate assrisl dispsrsion of wstack
affluent. Bo detailse on this yet.

Concurrently with the listed sction items. tha Corps will conduct
iptensive record sesrchas of the VFGH lasd araa to detarmlne
pricor ownsrs aad land uges.

A public mseting will be held at =2 dats to be asncuncad in the
Phoenlxvlille Area High School sudltorium, This mseting will be
attendsd by representatives of all agencies involved. 4 tentative
date for the mmeting ie the 3vd or 4tk wesk oif July 19@0.

-contd-
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Hs. Zebrowski, Progras Hanagaer Ifor the Corps of Englheers,
ezplained the fundivg plan for the VFGH task. She etated there
are about 5,000 to 8,000 sites naticnzlly that have been
identified as potential  hazardous waste altes. VFGH is
jdentifiad as = "FUDS " site (Formarly Used Defense Sltied.

The Corps of Enginesrs is "allocated"” about 350 willion dellars
por fiscal year for investigetion aupd clsan-up of these PUbDs.

The fupdiag necessery for the VFGR program hes been rsquested
from VYashipgton 2nd iz ezpectad to bs provided out of the eunrrant
fimcal year budget. (The fisecal vaar rwos frum 1 Ootobsr to 30
Saptornbar) .

. IIr, Yilson proceaded to define wbat actione have baen taken since tzf

.; their arrival at the site o©on 11 June 1890. Specifically, five
druss containisg about 250 pounds of pesticides and insecticides,
including chlordane, diazinon, ansd c¢yanide wara pecked in DOT-
appraved contaipers for shipment to: GSX, Chemicrl Sarvicas, 2815
014 CGreenbriar Road, Oreandbriar, TH, 37073, The wateriales ware
rearoved from Bldg. 49 op the propsrs; of the V¥ Christian
Collegoe.

Other materials ware aleg found which will be analysed for /Z{
hazardovs properties. Thess materials lucluds: floor strippsr, a
granular powder (moep?), Yet-Drop (a weiting agent??, Dyrene (&
fuagicido similar to 2:4,D), firefighting foam, roofing tar, and
threae pouwrde of liro culfate.

lres. Bwald, Supservisor - Charlestowoe Twp., raguested testing of
soccer £ield swfaces IFor possible hazards a2 obe of the flrst
test areas. The Corps agreed to cosmply. She alase Banticned that
the TFGH site had been land owned by the Stonorov family and wae
dopated to the Arme in  the early 1940s. She poted alsn that the
general srea hzd basn the locatior o0f lead znd sllver mines
dating back to the Bid~iSth ceatury pericd and was =0 u=ad until
about 60 ysars agon. Hrae, Bemld suggested saveral contacts that
might be u=msfunl in detsreiping ovbership and lsad veas,

o

Chegtar County Health Department - Dr. Johan Haher, Director,
reviewad actions taken by the departeast to date. 4L prelimipary
guastionnaire was sendt to 211 kpowa Hodgkine petienis, Bassd on
the responsas, a datailad follow-up quastiobnaira will he ment.
The returp response bas not baen ag expacted given the anxiaty
level evident at earliiser publioc meetings. Dx. Haher, a2d Dr.
Harolé PRusasll, the epidesmiologisl, emphasizaed the nasad for
cooperation of the Hodgking patieants and their physilolsane, to
comply wWith requests for inforeztion. The raceipt of medical
racords 12 peceseary to carry the lavestigseticen forward.
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Concluding vemarks from Nr. Yilson (Coff), rearfirmed the inteot
of the Corps to mova forward with the ipvestigation. the suudles,
and the clesnup, in 2 timely mannar. He strossed the isportance
of pruceeding ip && approved, orderly, apd scientliic napner
without uvnnecesenary intervention of leacsl govesanment officials,
ad bhoc groups, pews Bedia;, ete.  that could rasult e delays in
the worlk.

y psrsonsl opinien is that the propsar agencies are sctively
ipvolved, thay are fuvndad, they Iknow what they are Jdoing. &
they are haere. Lat's lat them gwt on with the job., Ve, 0f courss,
intend to momitor the program from beginning e end. Perlodic
public TISTIRge afd BOWY relezscs oheuld epable w=  In stay
abreast of sach ctage o0f the work.

[

Iy last repark to the assemblad group wae that tha resldents of
the arsa and the towaship have acted responsibly, forcefully, and
couwrteonsly Irom the sitart sad will continue to do so. Hr. Vilsow
acknovledged that he usderstands the stated copcern of Ehe
Boorgreen Acres Ciltizewe Group avd willl coaperaia in every way.

The sweting adjosyned 2t 3:20PL

Respactfully submitiad,
v

yi?;Z;gaégpﬁa ﬁ%%;iﬁ?&w;k“

Thocdore J. Ryam ¢
Suporvianr
Schuylkill Towaship
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